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When Mitch McDeere signed on with Bendini, Lambert & Locke of Memphis, he thought that he and

his beautiful wife, Abby, were on their way. The firm leased him a BMW, paid off his school loans,

arranged a mortgage, and hired the McDeeres a decorator. Mitch should have remembered what

his brother Rayâ€“doing fifteen years in a Tennessee jailâ€“already knew: You never get nothing for

nothing. Now the FBI has the lowdown on Mitchâ€™s firm and needs his help. Mitch is caught

between a rock and a hard place, with no choiceâ€“if he wants to live.
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The Firm was published in 1991, and almost overnight John Grisham became a household name

and a force to be reckoned with in the realm of fiction. There must be something in the water down

in Oxford, Mississippi; while Grisham is certainly no Faulkner, he is a man who knows how to make

a novel come alive and ensnare any reader who comes along. I really do not care for lawyer-type

novels as a general rule, and the fact that Grisham makes such stories so gripping and fascinating

has me quite in awe of his talents. Mitch McDeere (whom many may still envision as Tom Cruise,

since he played in the role in the movie based on this novel) is a highly intelligent yet monetarily



challenged law student finishing up his degree with high honors at Harvard. Holding serious offers

from prestigious Chicago and Wall Street law firms for his services, he decides to go ahead and

hear the pitch from a smaller law firm in Memphis. What he hears is an offer he cannot believe and

cannot refuse. A starting salary significantly higher than he would make elsewhere, promises of

large bonuses for passing the bar exam and succeeding on the job, an ascension to partner in as

short a time as a decade, a new house with a miniscule mortgage rate, a brand new BMW, and

other perks soon have Mitch and his wife Abby settling down in Memphis to enjoy a life of luxury

(albeit with hard work on his part). The firm really seems to care about Mitch and his family, wanting

happy marriages with several children, to a degree that has Abby a little suspicious. Mitch passes

the bar exam, and life is great, despite the fact he is working eighty hours or more a week. Then an

FBI agent comes to see him, dropping hints of nefarious dealings at the law firm, asking him for

help.
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